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UNIFORM STANDARDS 


T HE resolution adopted by the Poor Law 
Infirmary Matrons’ Association, reported 
in our last issue, approving of the scheme pro- 
posed by the Medical Superintendents’ Society 
for the provision of a uniform system of training 
and examination of probationers in London poor 
law infirmaries, has a special significance, for it 
marks another definite attempt in an important 
section of the State nursing service to establish 
@ certain amount of uniformity in the training 
‘riculum. In doing this, England has had the 
ple already set by the Scottish Local Govern- 
t Board, which in 1907 instituted in Glasgow 
first examination for poor law nurses under its 
ntrol. These examinations, which are written, 
, and practical, are held periodically, and only 
nurses who can satisfactorily pass this test 
jualified to receive the parchment certificates 

i¢ Scottish L.G.B. 
ic is very constantly said that examination is 
test of good nursing, but while it may be 








freely admitted that there are many qualities 
essential to the making of a good nurse that 
cannot be ascertained by this means, it is note- 
worthy that in actual practice such a test has 
come to be applied, in one way or another, by 
all training schools worthy of the name, and by 
all independent bodies concerned with the train- 
ing and organisation both of nurses and of mid- 
wives. It must not be forgotten in connection 
with midwives that the Obstetrical Society of 
London was the first body to institute a volun- 
tary examination for women engaged in practising 
midwifery, and that it was the obvious need 
that made itself felt for a minimum uniform 
standard of knowledge on the part of midwives, 
and for testing that knowledge by means of an 
independent central examination, that helped so 
largely to bring about the passing of the Mid- 
wives Act and the subsequent institution of a 
State examination for midwives. 

If we turn to district nursing we find the same 
thing. The Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Institute 
requires every candidate for admission to the roll 
as a Queen’s nurse to pass an examination, and 
to undergo a specific amount of special training 
for that purpose. For mental nurses the 
Medico-Psychological Society has long since 
established an independent examination, the im- 
portance of which as a test of knowledge is uni- 
versally recognised; and in massage a similar 
example was set many years ago by the institu- 
tion of such an examination by the Incorporated 
Society of Trained Masseuses. For army nurs- 
ing, again, State examination is the rule before 
promotion, and the Fever Nurses’ Association is 
following the lead by the proposal to institute a 
uniform standard of training and a_ special 
examination of proficiency in this branch of nurs- 
ing. Again, some trained nurses are taking 
advantage of the independent examination in- 
stituted by the Royal British Nurses ’ Associa- 
tion for its diploma. The larger general training 
schools in effect do the same thing on a smaller 
and self-contained scale, admitting practically, if 
not in so many words, that for their own pur- 
poses some uniformity of standard is necessary, 
and that the test by which it is secured is ex- 
amination, in many cases now by outside 
examiners, unconnected with the individual 
training school. 

All this, critically considered, seems clearly to 
show that the trend of informed opinion in nure- 
ing matters is towards more defined organisation. 
It remains to guide the development of that 
organisation into such form as may be generally 
acceptable to the bulk of the nursing profession. 
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NURSING NOTES 
NvuRSING IN INDIA. 

HE Committee of the Sassoon Hospital Nurs- 

ing Association at Poona are making a special 
appeal to the public for funds to enable them to 
carry on their work, for the opening ol a new hos- 
pital means an increase in the nursing staff, for 
which the present available income is quite insuf- 
ficient. The nursing administration is in the hands 
of the Wantage Sisterhood, the staff consisting of 
four sisters, whose services are free, and seven- 
teen paid nurses. The Government of India pro- 
vide a yearly grant equal to half the annual ex- 
penditure, but the task of raising the remaining 
half has become greater each year, and the present 
addition to the annual expenditure will put a 
heavy strain on the Committee. Nursing affairs 
in India just now seem to be approaching some- 
what of a We commented recently upon 
the efforts thas are being made by the Associa- 
tion of Nursing Superintendents in India to raise 
the standard of nursing education and to grapple 
more effectively with some of the problems that 
surround the whole question of hospital organisa- 
tion in that country. The matter has been lately 
much discussed in the Times of India, focussing 
around the report of a speech from Colonel Collie 
at the recent medical congress dealing with the 
failure in the supply of candidates for training in 
the Indian hospitals, his complaint being that so 
many women abandon the work after a few 
months’ experience. Letters from various cor- 
respondents show that there are several reasons 
to account for this, and one of the most potent 
appears to be the fact that the Indian-trained 
nurse stands little chance of promotion in com- 
petition with the English-trained, the value of 
the education received in Indian hospitals ap- 
pearing to be at a certain discount. There is 
some common sense in the contention that the 
nurse whose training has been received under the 
special conditions of a country like India should 
be in point of fact better suited for appointment 
to posts of responsibility than the woman freshly 
out from England, where the conditions are so 
different. Knowledge of the language and the 
customs of the Oricntal are very essential, but it 
is evident that there will have to be some radical 
reforms in the system of training before this 
matter can be satisfactorily adjusted. 


Freres FRoM District PATIENTS. 


Crisi3 


Aw exceedingly practical point was brought for- 
ward by Miss Curtis, Superintendent of the Ham- 
and Fulham D.N.A., at the recent 
Liverpool Congress. It will be remembered that 
much discussion took place as to the possibility 
and advisability of poor people nursed in their 
own homes by Queen’s nurses paying graduated 
fees according to their means. In America the 
system of home visiting has been brought to per- 
possibly to the fact that slums are 


, "Ss thy 
mersmitl 


fection, du 

non-existent dnd that there are no abject 
poor. The question is important, as one of the 
chief difficulties is the getting of funds, and even 
small payments have a marvellous way of mount- 


almost 





ing up. Thus at Carnforth Lodge the sums « 
tributed from patients amounted to £106 19s. 
during the past year, which is a consideral 
sum; but as the number of visits paid by 
nurses was 30,531, and 1,524 patients were 
tended during that time, it does seem as thou; 
the system of payment might be extended yet 
little further and the pressure of financial dit 
culty relieved. A suggestion was brought f 
ward that if an executive committee of lad 
could be formed to conduct this system 
patients’ payments, and organise it a little n 
fully, that might both relieve the overwork 
superintendent and give the direct human 
terest to those with leisure and desire for act 
work. Immediately, however, the difficulty c 
fronted the committee that a very intimate w: 
ing knowledge of the houses, flats, and roon 
&c., of the district was needed, and posses 
alone by the nurses and the superintendent. § 
alone could be safely allowed to adjudicate 
amount of the fee for any service or visit, 
cause she alone really knew the inner hist 
of the people and what they could properly aff 
Therefore the idea had to be discarded. M« 
while the funds do not come in any more readi 
and with the expenditure of the Association £1 
more than the income, something must be d 
It gives point to the appeal of Mrs. Beale 
Birmingham, for the harassed and overwor 
superintendent of D.N.A. centres, that at H 
mersmith as at all the other really success 
district associations in London the weight 
such problems does seem to rest upon the su; 
intendent’s shoulders, entailing an amount 
mental wear and tear that does not seem justi! 
when all her other serious nursing and adm 
trative responsibilities are considered. Livery 
has apparently overcome this difficulty by 
system of visiting ladies, who work in connect 
with the district nurses, follow up the cases, 
help in various ways by getting poor people 
touch with charitable relief societies, &c., 
incidentally form a very strong link betwee 
charitable public and the people who need |! 
AUSTRALASIAN NoTEs. 

Tue Trained Nurses’ Association of Vict 
which holds an examination of technical fit 
for matrons and grants a certificate, rece 
appointed a sub-comittee, which suggests 
hospitals should arrange to admit fully-tra 
and experienced nurses as assistant matron: 
six months on payment of a fee, or that a 
manent matron lecturer be appointed to 
candidates, or that matrons of hospitals sl 
give courses of lectures on the subject. 
matron wrote that a six or twelve mo. 
course as assistant matron would give the 1 
insight into the various departments—traini! 
nurses, supervision of servants, care of li 
room, books, &c. She concludes :—‘ Ther 
is ready for a practical examination, Vv 
should include writing a lecture and deliv 
it to the pupils before the matron. If able t 
this, and her sub-matronship had been ful 
in an entirely satisfactory manner, I thin! 
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vritten examination would be necessary.” The 
\ustralasian Nurses’ Association has recently 
led the attention of its members to very just 
plaints from chemists that nurses (possibly 
it of good nature) obtained supplies at a pro- 
ssional discount for their patients’ use. The 
yuncil pointed out that this was robbing the 
emist. 


DARWEN AND District NuRSING ASSOCIATION. 


For some reason, not clearly explicable, the 
tarwen District Nursing Association does not 
em to be as popular amongst the working people 
f the district as from the nature of its work it 
leserves to be, and vigorous efforts are being 
made by members of the management committee 
get to the bottom of what is described as “an 
ndereurrent of opposition.” A deputation from 
e Nursing Association recently attended a meet- 
g of the Darwen Trades Council, when the air 
was cleared by a certain amount of straight and 
friendly talk. In effect, the discussion showed 
that some prejudice against the Association was 
iue to the feeling that it had been “started by 
wealthy people, who then tired of it, and left its 
support on the shoulders of the workers.” It 
was also considered that the working classes were 
not sufficiently represented on the management, 
and a further source of grievance was stated to 
due to the fact that the nurses were auto- 
‘atic to the patients and not so careful as they 
night have been when they wanted material. 
“lt was said that if they wanted a bandage they 
»k a sheet and tore it up.” The last complaint 
ems hardly credible. Possibly there is more 
ruth in another point mentioned—that the 
irses were “particular about cleanliness,” which 
ss not as acceptable as it should be. A hint 
f certain indiscretions in giving help in undeserv- 
ng cases points to some abuse of the Association, 
nd there is no more potent cause for unpopu- 
larity than this. It is evident that there is a 
itual wish to place the Association’s affairs on 
more satisfactory basis, and the resolution 
nanimously passed at the Trades Council meet- 
: to the effect “that the opinion of the repre- 
ntatives of the workers at this meeting is that 
give all the help and support to the Nursing 
sociation we can, in order to bring about a 
tter understanding among the workers and the 
sociation,” and the inquiry subsequently de- 
ied upon, ought to bring this about without 
ch difficulty. No district nursing association 
be in a really healthy state which is not sup- 
rted by the workers for whom it exists. 


FuLHamM ScHoou ror MorHeErs. 


(HE School for Mothers, started in Fulham by 
's. Frank Stoop, under the presidency of the 
chess of Portland, has been doing useful work 
* some months, and has met with so much 
pularity that an appeal is being made for funds 
make its extension possible. A meeting was 
1 recently at Bolney House, Ennismore 
rdens, when Earl Fortescue was in the chair, 
| the speakers included the Duchess of Hamil- 

and Brandon, the Hon. Mrs. Bertrand 





Russell, Miss Alice Ravenhill, and Dr. Jackson, 
M.O.H. for Fulham. It is impossible to exag- 
gerate the importance of the good effect which 
such organisations as this are having in their own 
immediate areas. They have established one fact, 
that the mothers are not resentful of interference, 
but are glad and willing to learn better ways of 
managing their babies, and ready to accept sug- 
gestions, made with due tact, as to clothing, 
feeding, &c. In Fulham the School for Mothers 
is regarded with very friendly eyes. by existing 
organisations, such as the C.O.8., the Invalid 
Children’s Aid Association, and the District 
Nursing Society, and is warmly encouraged by 
the Medical Officer of Health. The fathers, it is 
good to see, are also not neglected, for they are 
invited to attend at the School one evening in 
the week, when informal addresses on various 
subjects of health and hygiene will be given by a 
doctor. This is an admirable proceeding, and one 
that might with advantage be copied by other 
associations of the kind. It may be noted in 
passing that Queen’s Nurses are a great influence 
in Fulham and Hammersmith, and the local 
branch of the Q.V.J.1. is ever ready to co-operate 
in all sorts of ways with the social work that is 
going on in the district. 

TRAINING MATRONS IN THE UNITED STaTEs. 

A PRACTICAL course in hospital economics was 
organised last November at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. It is not intended that more 
than two pupils shall be taken at one time, and 
no attempt is made to give set lectures. The 
course is largely one of observation of the practical 
running of the different departments, e.g., the 
admitting office, superintendent’s office, book- 
keeping, library, matron’s department, laundry, 
kitchen stores mechanical department (i.e., heat- 
ing, lighting, ventilation, repairs), training school, 
and dispensary. The course lasts six months; 
students live outside the hospital, and are on duty 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day except Sunday. 
There are no tuition fees, and the hospital por- 
vides lunches. The training, organised at the 
request of the American Society of Superinten- 
dents of Training Schools, is considered to be 
especially adapted for nurses who intend to take 
posts as matrons of small hospitals where there is 
no resident medical superintendent, although the 
all-round knowledge of the various departments is, 
of course, of great value to a nurse, whatever may 
be her ultimate destiny. Asa rule, Miss McCree 
remarked in the course of a paper on the subject, 
read at the N.E. Association for the Education of 
Nurses, at Boston, about 4 per cent. of nurses 
take up hospital work with the intention of becom- 
ing matrons; many change their minds and devote 
themselves to private work, fearing the greater 
responsibility of the matron’s post. Such a course 
as that at the Massachusetts General Hospital is 
calculated to overcome this tendency, and, in 
view of the great increase in small private hos- 
pitals throughout Canada and the United States 
during the last ten or fifteen years, should do 
much to provide well-trained matrons for these 
responsible posts. 
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MOVABLE 


KIDNEY. 


By E. I. Spriaas, M.D., F.R.C.P. 


7 ACH kidney lies in the upper and back part 
of the abdomen, just in front of the twelfth 

rib, and rests in a depression or bed formed of fat 
and connective tissue, which is continuous with 
the connective tissue of the capsule of the organ. 
In front of the right kidney are the right lobe of 
the liver and the duodenum, and the folds of 
peritoneum which enclose the ascending colon. 
In front of the left kidney lie parts of the spleen, 
stomach, pancreas, jejunum and ascending colon, 
and the peritoneal folds of the pancreas. 
kidney is about half an inch higher up than the 
right Under normal conditions the kidneys are 
prevented from sliding down in the abdomen in 
obedience to the action of gravity by the accurate 
fit of the beds in which they lie, by the attach- 
ments of the connective tissue binding them, 
though but loose y, to surrounding structures, by 


the shortness of the renal arteries and veins join- 
neg them to the aorta and the vena cava respec- 
tively, and by the pressure against them of the 


organs lying in front. The pressure to which the 
viscera in the abdomen are subject depends almost 
entirely upon the muscles of the abdominal walls. 
With healthy muscles, the abdomen shows firm, 
rounded outlines, and each of the contained organs 
is braced up into its proper place. With weak 
muscles the viscera hang upon their supports, 
which in the course of time become weakened and 
give way, so that the organs occupy a position 
below the normal, and the lower part of the 
abdomen bulges forwards and downwards. 

The kidneys are not very firmly fixed in their 
beds; indeed, in normal individuals, they may 
move down slightly with the descent of the dia- 
phragm in inspiration, returning to their previous 
position in expiration; in a thin person the lower 
pole of the right kidney can very often be felt 
when a deep breath is taken, if the left hand be 
placed below the twelfth rib behind and the right 
pressed towards it from the abdomen, the patient 
lving on the back. When only the lower half of 
the kidney can be grasped by the hand, the con- 
dition is hardly abnormal, and is called one of 
“palpable ” kidney; if, however, the kidney de- 
scends so far that the fingers of the right hand 
ean be lodged above it and prevent it from return- 
ing to its proper position during expiration, then 
the condition is called “movable” kidney. In 
many cases the degree of mobility is much 
greater; the kidney may be felt to be tipped up 
on end, and can be pushed about the side of the 
ibdomen, and even across the middle line. Nearly 
all these advanced cases of movable kidney repre- 
sent the late stages of the simple “palpable” 
kidney: but there are a few rare cases in which 
an infant has been born with a long fold of peri- 
toneum enclosing the kidney and allowing it to 
float about in the abdomen. The term “floating 
kidney "” was formerly reserved for such a con- 
genital condition, but is now used to denote any 
considerable mobility of the kidney. 


“ 


The left 





A movable kidney is found much more often in 
women than in men; it is said to occur in ten of 
every hundred women, and in about 2 per cent 
of male subjects. The right kidney is affected at 
least eight times as often as the left; this is 
probably to be accounted for by its subjection to 
the weight of the liver above and by its relatio: 
to the ascending colon, which, when constipation 
is present, may pull down the peritoneum re- 
flected from the front of the kidney. The bed of 
the kidney is also said to be shallower on the right 
side, especially in women. 

The causes which are believed to make th: 
kidney movable are many. As has already bee: 
hinted, the muscles of the abdominal walls ma 
be too weak to keep the organs in their prope: 
places. A movable kidney is then only one ek 
ment in a general condition of falling viscera; th: 
the liver, the spleen, the stomach, and the in 
testines, all occupy a lower position than they 
should. The displacement of the liver, the sple« 
and the kidneys can be felt; that of the stomac! 
can be recognised by precussion or by the x-ray: 
after a meal of bread and milk mixed with ca 
bonate of bismuth has been taken. General fal 
ing of the abdominal organs, or splanchnoptosis, 
occurs usually in women of middle life, in whon 
owing to an unhygienic life, or to repeated pres 
nancies, the muscles of the abdominal wall ar 
wasted and have lost their tone. In a health) 
well-formed woman, the elasticity of the abdon 
inal walls and the development of the muscles 
such that, even after the great distension of preg 
nancy, the figure and the organs return to thé 
normal relations. In women with ill-develop: 
muscles taking insufficient exercise, and, on th: 
other hand, in those who are obliged to do wor 
in the standing position, such as washing, to 
soon after delivery, the abdominal wall remains 
lax and the viscera tend to drop. Again, in 
patients who, having been fat, become emaciated 
the loss of fatty tissue in the abdomen leads ¢ 
laxity of the walls of that cavity. 

There is, however, a large number of wom: 
suffering from movable kidney in whom none 
the above causes can be shown to have been 
operation. Many of these are the subjects 
constipation, which must be reckoned as a poten! 
cause of kidney displacement, especially on t! 
right side. The feces accumulate in the cecur 
and ascending colon, and tend to drag down t! 
latter at the hepatic flexure; since, as we h: 
seen above, the peritoneum covering the colon 
reflected from the front of the right kidney a: 
loosely attached to its capsule, it is easy to und: 
stand that the kidney tends to fall with the colo: 
This is especially so in constipation of long star 
ing, because fibrous adhesions are then frequent 
found attaching the colon to the surroundi 
organs. 

Another important cause of a movable kidn 
is the arrangement of the clothes in women. Th 
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varing of tight corsets compresses the waist, 
mstricts the liver, and tends to push down the 
rgans in the upper part of the abdomen. As the 
ght kidney is comparatively easily displaced, it 
1ay soon become movable. Some physicians 
ave held that the great majority of sufferers from 
,ovable kidney owe their troubles to tight lacing, 
it this is probably an exaggeration, because mov- 
le kidneys have been observed in a fair propor- 
on in the women of races that do not wear 
sets. Even if the waist be not constricted, if 
ny considerable weight of clothes is suspended 
om it the same effect will be produced, namely, 
greater or less degree of displacement of the 
\dominal organs. 
Lastly, in some cases a sudden strain, such as 
at of a great muscular effort, or of a violent 
tack of laughing, coughing, or retching, is said 
have caused a movable kidney. It is probable, 
wwever, that there was in these persons a pre- 
ous displacement, and that the sudden effort 
1used pain by straining the already loosened 
tachments of the kidney. 
In most cases of palpable kidney, and in the 
ighter degrees of movable kidney, there are no 
mptoms. In others there is a dragging pain in 
right loin, which is relieved by lying down, 
1 is accompanied by indisposition to exertion 
d depression. The depression is not always due 
tirely to the kidney displacement, because it is 
uch more marked in nervous people, and in 
iny such cases more permanent good is done 
attending to the constipation and the general 
ilth than by special treatment of the kidney. 
In severe cases the displacement of the kidney 
iy lead to kinking of the ureter, with inter- 


ttent arrest of the free flow of urine. Attacks’ 


f acute pain are then caused with the appearance 
ym time to time of blood in the urine. Further, 
displaced kidney may press on neighbouring 
rgans, such as the duodenum, and severe vomit- 
zg, and even jaundice, from pressure on the 
ening of the bile duct, have been known to 
ur: the pelvic organs also have occasionally 
en irritated, perhaps from interference with 
ovarian vein, which runs up into the abdo- 
n, and may be pressed on by the kidney or 
ureter. Generally speaking, however, severe 
ects are rare, the usual picture being that of 
hin, nervous, constipated person, with a pain 
the right side. 
[he diagnosis presents little difficulty, for the 
lled hand can generally detect the kidney and 
timate the degree of mobility. In fat subjects, 
| when the abdomen is very rigid, it is not so 
sy to feel the kidney, but stout people are not 
n affected. The distinctions between movable 
iney and other affections causing pain in the 
such as stone in the kidney, appendicitis, 
al caries, and diseases of the stomach, gall- 
ler and pelvic viscera, can usually be made 
a careful examination. 
[he chief sequele of movable kidney are hydro- 
phrosis, a dilatation of the pelvis of the kidney 
m obstruction of the ureter, and inflammation, 
‘ven atrophy, of the kidney itself. Both these 
litions are rare. It is true that some 





writers have stated that there is considerable risk 
of the moving kidney becoming the seat of 
nephritis, but when we consider how common the 
condition is, and how seldom in the post-mortem 
room we see one kidney only the subject of 
chronic nephritis, it appears that the risk is ver) 
small indeed. 

A complication which is not uncommon is 
mucous colitis, but this is due to the constipation 
which, as we have seen above, is a predisposing 
vause of a movable kidney. 

Treatment must be directed to the general con- 
dition of the patient and to the kidney itself. We 
shall deal first with the ordinary mild form of 
the complaint. If constipation is present, appro- 
priate dietetic and medicinal measures must b: 
taken. When the abdominal muscles are _ill- 
developed or loose, suitable exercises must be 
ordered, such as raising the toes from the ground 
in the supine position. Exercises must not bs 
overdone. Five minutes night and morning is 
enough at first, to be increased gradually in the 
course of a few weeks to twenty minutes two or 
three times a day. Cold or nearly cold baths 
should be taken, and the patient should 
get as much fresh air as possible, both in and 
out of doors. For treatment directed to the kid- 
ney, all that is needed in most cases is a loosening 
of the clothes around the waist, the skirt being 
supported from the shoulders or the hips, and 
moderate compression of the lower part of the 
abdomen by a binder. If the displacement is con- 
siderable, a belt is sometimes worn with a pad to 
keep the kidney in place, but ‘as the kidney is 
liable to dodge the pad it is best in simple cases 
to rely on a general increase of pressure on th: 
lower abdomen. 

In severe cases, with distressing nausea and 
vomiting, or attacks of pain in the kidney, with 
signs of obstruction of the ureter, hot fomentations 
should be applied to the abdomen. The pain will 
then usually subside. If such attacks are fre- 
quent, or if the constant dragging pain does not 
yield to the above-mentioned measures and pre- 
vents the patient from living her normal life, the 
kidney may be exposed and stitched in its proper 
place. This operation is sometimes productive of 
great benefit. In nervous people, however, especi- 
ally if constipation and mucous colitis have been 
present for a long time, it should be undertaken 
with caution, because experience has shown that 
too often, after a temporary relief, neurasthenic 
symptoms appear again. 

Most judicious doctors who find a patient, in the 
course of a routine examination, to be the subject 
of a movable kidney of moderate degree do not 
direct the patient’s attention to it, unless it is 
giving rise to symptoms, especially if she be of a 
neurasthenic temperament. The same rule should 
be invariably followed by nurses who feel the 
kidney in the course of abdominal massage. It is 
important to recognise the condition if it be there, 
for Sir F. Treves has recorded a case in which a 
masseuse mistook the kidney for a collection of 
feces, and diligently massaged it until it was 
much more movable than it had been at first. 
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FROM THE NURSING 
JOURNALS 


NURSES IN 


NOTES 


‘* EXPERIENCED ” COLUMBIA 

T the beginning of the present year, in 

order to stimulate an interest in State regis- 
tration among the recent graduates of training 
schools in the District of Columbia, it was de- 
cided that no graduate should be eligible to the 
benefits of the newly-formed central registry who 
not a “registered nurse” according to the 

This did not, however, exclude the non- 
graduate, or “experienced,” class. The registry 
was founded in December, 1906, under the 
Graduate Nurses’ Association of the District of 
Columbia, since when it has been self-support- 
ing and in successful operation. The registry is 
under the management of a committee composed 
of the president of the association, ez-officio, 
and ten other members, elected annually by the 
Council, one of these ten being selected to act as 
chairman. 

The primary object, says The American Journal 
of Nursing for April, was to act as intermediary 
between nurses and physicians, hospitals, or the 
public; but a secondary object was to regulate 
the actions of those nurses who, with little or no 
nursing education or even experience, had pre- 
viously been able, often with the consent of 
physicians, to represent themselves as graduates 
and charge the same fees. To this end, and be- 
cause there is always a demand for such nurses 
for convalescent patients among people of 
moderate means, or for extremely chronic cases, 
and because it was deemed advisable to make 
the registry useful to as great a mass of physi- 
cians and the public as possible, it was decided 
to take upon the registry list “experienced ” 
as well as graduates. These are divided 
into three classes: those with some hospital ex- 
perience, who may charge up to £3 per week; 
those who have had some years of experience 
under physicians, who may charge up to £2 per 
week; and those of no particular training, but 
whose known good character and reliability, and 
long experience with some chronic patient, 
nake them useful with that class of case. These 
may charge up to £1 12s. per week. Anyone 
registering on these terms must agree not to 
take cases, whether through the registry or not, 
for more than the sums mentioned. When an 
instance of a breach of this agreement comes 
to the notice of the Registry Committee the 
person is warned the first time, and the second 
time may be dropped from the registry list. 
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their hospital days, or of embarking on altogether 
fresh lines of inquiry. One of the most usefu 
courses @ nurse could take, Miss Stewart thinks 
is the Hospital Economics Course. “It is,” sh 
says, “no reflection on our many excellent super 
intendents and head nurses to say that an earl; 
instruction in the principles of administratio: 
and organisation, also in the fundamentals 
teaching, would have spared the best of ther 
much bitter experience, and would have inca 
culably benefited the institutions at whose e» 
pense, often, they gained their efficiency.” 

Teachers’ College is affiliated with Columt 
University; it has a reputation for advanc 
educational methods, and the staff includ 
several eminent authorities in various depar 
ments. Among the subjects which may | 
taken when the whole (two years’) course cann 
be covered are domestic science, biology, a1 
bacteriology, including the fundamental pri: 
ciples of nutrition and reproduction, though tl 
lower forms of plant and animal life, expe: 
mental and microscopic work, add immens: 
to the interest; psychology in its practical bé 
ing upon life’s problems, mental states, & 
while the nursing subjects proper deal with h 
pital construction and equipment, and all tl 
practical details of administration. 

In the application of educational princip! 
the share with the other students tl 
ordeal of practice teaching, and the class has h 
the opportunity of visiting several representati 
city institutions. Among the interesting cours 
recently arranged have been Mrs. Robb’s series 
lectures on the training school, Miss Dock < 
the history of nursing, Miss Wald, of the Hen: 
Street Settlement, on district and school nursi1 
&e., Mrs. Florence Kelly on child labour, Mi 
Gibbs on the work of instructive dietetician 
the homes of the poor, and Miss Farrell on t 
problem of defective children. The Univ 
sity provides many extras in the way of exter 
sion courses and public lectures, so that 
has the opportunity of hearing very able speake: 
in the broadest range of subjects—scientifi 
literary, ethical, and artistic. 
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At a recent Medical Congress in Utrecht, 
interesting address was given by Dr. Stock 
on the importance of a period of rest after ope: 
tions. With modern methods the patient ru 
less danger of infection, and wounds, on t 
whole, heal more quickly than was formerly t 
The danger of thrombosis is, however, ! 
lessened, and embolism may occur until sixte: 
days after operation. The modern nurse insis 
on bestowing more personal attention on patie! 
in the way of washing, &c., than was done f 
merly; but, in spite of the advantages of | 
methods, in some cases a minimum of the 
necessary cares may be recommended in order ' 
secure the most complete rest for the patie! 
especially after any operation in the region of t! 
large. arteries. After operations for appendicit 
laparotomy, &c., &c., a full three weeks’ abs: 
lute rest in bed is enjoined. 
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WOMAN’S WIDER WORLD 


-y°HE American Museum of Natural History 
has given a prize of £200 to Miss Florence 

Buchanan, D.Se., of London, for a thesis on 

reflex impulses in the spinal cord of the frog. 


uty 17TH has been fixed as a ‘* Women’s 
Labour Day” by the Women’s Trade Union 
League, and special meetings in connection with 
re to be held at Earl’s Court. 


‘ne New Hospital for Women has lost an 

est worker and prominent member of the 
medical staff by the death of Dr. Charlotte 
Ellaby, a well-known ophthalmic specialist. 








NURSES’ MISSIONARY LEAGUE 


‘T°*HE Nurses’ Missionary League is gathering itself 
| together for the summer activities. The first great 
is, of course, the ‘‘Camp,’”’ of which full parti- 
s have already been given. It is much hoped that 
s and friends with musical inclinations will bring 
music, as it is desired to make this week a time of 
recreation as well as bodily rest and refreshment 
spiritual renewal. Special prayers for the use of 
L. members have now been printed on cards, and 
s will be supplied by Miss Richardson. On June 
garden meeting for members of the nursing pro- 
n will be held from 3 to 5.30 at Oak Hill House, 
pstead (close to Hampstead Tube Station), by kind 
ition of Miss Thompson. Dr. Emmeline Stuart, 
Persia, will speak, and the objects and methods 
» N.M.L. will be expounded. Will those who can 
reply to Miss J. Macfee, Maryon House, Frognal 
Hampstead? At the International Congress of 
s, to be held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, from 
20th to 23rd, one session will be devoted to the 
leration of “‘The Nurse in the Mission Field.” 
will take place on July 23rd from 10 to 12.30. 
been arranged that parties of twelve or more nurses 
¢ the C.M.S. Exhibition, ‘“‘Africa and the East,” 
e admitted at 4d. a head if notice be given. Miss 
dson would like to meet nurses there and entertain 
to tea instead of at 52 Lower Sloane Street, except 
esdays and Wednesdays, or during the camp week. 
ixhibition is to be held at the Agricultural Hall, 
ton, from June 8th to July 3rd. 
Missionary Directery for Nurses is provin 
it can be had from Miss Richardson, an 
net, postage 24d. 


very 
costs 











WOODHALL SPA 


vas mentioned in a recent issue, a party of about 
‘ty medical men travelled down by invitation to 
indod Wells on May 15th, in order that its claims 
ealth resort might be more widely appreciated. 
© same purpose and for the same week-end ninety- 
-dical men visited Woodhall Spa, which is situated 
4 between Lincoln and Boston, and is a pleasant, 
ace with very few houses except the hotels and 
houses necessary for the accommodation of 
The waters are rich in bromine and iodine, 
i to be derived from the subterranean remains of 
1weeds on the floor of an ancient shallow sea. The 
is employed externally, and applied by means of 
sprays, and hot and cold baths. In addition 
re new installations of electrical appliances and 
ths. The pump room and bath houses are near 
toria Hotel, and the Royal Hotel has a new well 
mplete bath house fitted up with the Dowsing and 
ippliances. There is also a hospital with thirty 
r poor patients. 





FEEDING THE INVALID 


SOME DAINTY ITALIAN DISHES. 
HOME-MADE MACARONI. 

EAP on very smooth board as much flour as re- 
H quired, in the middle of it make a hole with your 
fist, and break in one egg to every quarter pound of 
flour, and two spoonfuls warm salted water to each eg. 
With the spoon beat the eggs and water, age se A 
mixing in the flour. When the paste becomes too thic 
to use the spoon, mix with the hands until the flour is all 
well mixed. If the paste should be too thick, add a 
little more salted warm water, if too thin, a little more 
flour; work the paste well with roller and stretch into 
very thin sheets, which place on a clean white cloth for 
halt an hour to partly dry them, replace each sheet 
separately on board, fold over and cut across with a sharp 
knife to the width and length you require. This paste 
will not keep more than a day or two uncooked. It is 
used for any purpose required for the ordinary macaroni. 
This paste, as well as any kind of macaroni, must always 
be put into boiling liquor to cook. Soaking the macaroni 
before cooking quite spoils the flavour. 

ASPARAGUS A LA LOMBARDE. 

Choose a fine bundle of asparagus, place all the green 
ends on the same side, cut away a little of the white 
part of the stalk, tie tightly and cook in boiling salted 
water for twelve or fourteen minutes, remove the bundle 
from pan, untie it and place the asparagus in a fireproof 
dish, with green ends in centre of dish and the white 
part resting round the edge, sprinkle pepper and salt to 
taste, and put four ounees butter in centre of dish, place 
the dish on a tripod over charcoal or cinder fire for eight 
or ten minutes, serve in the same dish with Parmesan 
cheese well sprinkled over the asparagus. 

POTATOES A LA NAPOLITANA. 

Put three ounces chopped suet, and three of butter in 
pan; when melted, fry brown one chopped onion and 
small bunch chopped herbs, add seven or eight good- 
sized potatoes, parboiled and cut in thick slices, fry for 
seven or eight minutes, turning the slices round, sprinkle 
a little salt and pour over one pint stock, with four 
ounces tomato conserve dissolved in it; stew over slow 
fire for fifteen minutes, frequently stirring the potatoes. 
Serve with grated Parmesan cheese. 

COD AGRODOLCE. 

Put in pan with four ounces melted butter, one dessert- 
spoonful Soob-chaneed rosemary, two well-scalded mush- 
rooms, and two shalots, also finely chopped, fry for six 
or eight minutes, add about one pound and a half cod- 
fish, parboiled in salted water, and cut into square pieces ; 
fry on one side a light brown, then turn, and equally 
fry the pieces on the other, pour over fish half tumbler 
red vinegar, with two ounces conserve of tomatoes dis- 
solved in it, and one tumbler warm water with four 
ounces sugar melted in it; stew over very slow fire until 
the liquor is condensed, take out carefully from pan, and 
heap nicely on dish. Pour sauce over. 

CHICKEN OR FOWL WITH TOMATOES. 

Cut up one fowl or two small chickens, wash and dry 
the pieces well with a cloth, put in pan with half-pound 
butter, and one small Ramee penton fry until the pieces 
are browned, turning over with spoon; add six or eight 
large tomatoes, skinned, with cores and seeds removed, 
one dessertspoonful chopped parsley, salt to taste, and 
one pint stock or water. Stew over slow fire for one 
hour or more, according to size, occasionally stirring. 
Serve with fowl arranged on dish, tomatoes over. 

HARE A LA ITALIANA. 

Take a large hare and stuff with the following mixture : 
One tablespoonful — parsley, two slices lemon cut into 
very small pieces, half tonmannie’ cinnamon, four ounces 
butter, four ounces minced cooked ham, two chopped laurel 
leaves, pepper and salt to taste, and two ounces bread- 
crumbs soaked in stock and strained, mix well with two 
whisked eggs, sew tightly, sprinkle the hare with salt, 
and tie all over it thin slices of fat bacon, put in slow 
oven or roast with jack for about two hours, frequently 
basting it with melted lard or butter, remove the slices 
of bacon and serve. 
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THE FIRST DISTRICT NURSE 
most interesting 


NE of the figures at the recent 
( Jubilee Cor District Nursing was old Mrs. 
Ware, who, although aged eighty-seven 


joined with great 

pleasure in the celebrations at Liverpool. 
he v the first woman sent out as a district nurse 
ti from the training school for nurses 
»y Mr. William Rathbone in Liverpool; a few 
been tried without certificates first. She 
1 district nurse for thirty years, first in a Liver- 
t, and when town improvements caused her 
ith another, she moved to 


gress of 


artinicate 


I 
d | 


be amalgamated with 








MRS. WARE, OF LIVERPOOI 


the borough, where she worked in- 

when she had reached the ripe old 
ie years, a_ living object-lesson to those 

nurse as ‘‘too old at forty.”’ 

is kindly had het photograph taken for THE 
is well as one of her certificates, with 


snce to nurse 


utside 
1895 





BRITISH INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL 
SERVICE 

lal sess 1 of the ¢ on the report of 

vx Law Commission dealt with the Treatment 

k. Mr. Perey Alden, M.P., presided, 

is ably discussed in a paper by Mr. 


onference 


nd S 


difficulty of effecting compulsory 

es, the speaker illustrated his point 

i man suffering from phthisis, with a 
hildren all living in two or three close 
lows of which were rarely opened. There 
h made it incumbent on the man to go 
And if he were to receive treatment 
lmost equally difficult to enforce hygienic 
family. This led on to the subject of 





health visitors. He maintained that their success depen 
entirely on tact, and the special training of special { 

ties for the work. He was anxious that the volunt 
hospitals should be preserved in their present form 

there seemed no other way of retaining our great med 
schools. He did not think our ldading surgeons 

physicians would be content to give their time and efi 
if they were to be hampered by State regulation. A 
remedies for some of the existing evils, Mr. Brook 

gested a wider scheme of inspection, which should em} 
all hospitals, the provision of adequate nurses for vis 
patients in their own homes, and a much greater exter 
of provident dispensaries. 

Mr. Percy Alden said our present system of Poor | 
relief was utterly inadequate. It was practically ir 
sible for the Public Health Department to deal 
chronic sickness, which was often due to underfe¢ 
and improper conditions of life. But he thought 
should make it their business to find out incipient dise 
cancer, gout, varicose veins, &c., as well as tubercu 
Mr. Chamberlain had once stated that preventible d 
was the great agent for filling our workhouses 
nation spent £4,000,000 a year on the treatment 
sick, under the Poor Law, and much of it was wast 

Several Guardians drew attention to the fact that 
have no powers of detention in the case of phtl 
patients who insist on returning to their own hom: 

Dr. MacFadyen took a broad view of the imposs 
of any public health authority being competent t 
with the amount of illness which existed. Public | 
did not take an individual view of the cases which 
under their notice, and generalisation of treatment 
not appeal to a sick man. He spoke earnestly 
great influence of the private practitioner in the 
man’s home, and urged that the provision of pro 
dispensaries should be part of the duties of any 
health authority 
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LEGAL ANSWERS 


By a BarrisTer-at-Law. 


‘egal inquiries are answered as quickly as possible in 


column free of charge, if accompanied by the 
n ‘* Legal,” to be found in our advertisement pages ; 
yecial cases, as we cannot guarantee the immediate 
‘tion of answers, we have arranged to send an 
nee copy of the answer to urgent queries by post 
n 3 days, tf they are accompanied by a remittance 
6d. To readers who do not know a reliable solicitor 
an recommend one by post if a stamped envelope is 
sed 
NTERBURY.—If you obtain the letter we advised you 


rocure, and send a copy of it to the editor of THe- 


sinc Trmes your case shall be carefully considered 
whether or not it ought to be taken into Court. 


the event of our advising in favour of an action being 


vthing 


cht, the editor will communicate with you again, and 

you generally in the matter. When writing or 
z for the letter in question, no mention should be 
of the possibility of an action being brought, as 
mention frequently operates to deprive persons of 
nce for which they are justly and properly entitled. 
this was 
no good 


.1sy.—Your contract was for a month, and 
n by your employer dismissing you for 
at the end of a week. You have been paid the 
d salary, but your employer refuses to pay you 
for the three weeks’ board and lodging and 


indry, of which you have been wrongfully deprived. 


vou 
dan 
vou 


SCT 


stri 
dan 
bre 


sucl 


tract ! 


of course, open to you to recover a réasonable 
nt for such rights in the County Court, but on being 
unicated with I should imagine that your late em- 
r would prefer to pay you rather than incur the cost 
efending—and losing—the case. 


rseé L.—It seems to me, from reading the very full 
int you have sent to me, that you have been very 
gly used, and that you have several claims against 
people. In the first place, you suffered loss which 
pable of being expressed in legal damages from the 
tment you received, which led to your illness and 
wrongful dismissal. You are entitled to claim 
es for this breach of contract. In the second place, 
ive a claim against one or other members, or the 
etary of the association—you do not say which—for 
der of you in the way of your profession. In such a 
ou need not prove actual damage, as the law will 
me it when a person 1s slandered in respect of their 
n or office. On the third point, your best reply 
solicitor is to employ another solicitor, and in- 
ict him to serve a summons on the association for 
1azes for breach of contract. If you can establish such 
and, from your letters it would seem clear that 
breach has occurred, then it follows that the con- 
is been determined, and you are at liberty to nurse 
locality. 
the propriety of shielding the association from 
nsequences of their having sent a nurse from a bad 
ase to a lying-in case, and keeping her going 
rd and forward betwen the two cases—a monstrous 
ling which not unnaturally brought about in the 
ity patient puerperal fever and death—there can 
two opinions that this sort of thing should be at 
xposed. It is perfectly monstrous that such 
of affairs should be permitted by an association 
rrogates to itself a character for beneficence, and 
interest of public health and morality such traffic 
should be put down with a strong hand. The 
d who has lost his wife is the proper person to 
n action against the members of the committee 
issociation for damages for the loss of his wife 
imstances of gross negligence. 


R.—(1) As to the cook. If a domestic servant 

misconducts herself or refuses to obey reason- 
lers, she may be dismissed at a moment’s notice, 
that case she is not entitled to a month’s or any 
in lieu of notice, nor, indeed, is she entitled to 
payment of any wages from the date of her last 
per monthly date of payment, unless a complete 
has elapsed since the last payment was due and 

Thus, if the proper date for paying the wages 





is on the 15th of the month, and on the 3rd of the month 
next ensuing upon such payment the servant seriously 
misconducts herself or refuses to obey a lawful order, 
she may be dismissed immediately, and she is not entitled 
to receive payment either for the eighteen days of work 
she has put in or in lieu of a month’s notice. 

Applying this legal principle to your case regarding the 
cook, you were entitled, either on the ground of her 
wilful disobedience or on the ground of her bad language, 
swearing, and conduct to the other servants, or upon both 
grounds to dismiss her at a moment’s notice. As she 
came to you on April Ist, and you dismissed her on 
May 5th, you should pay her the agreed wages for the 
month of April, due on May Ist, but nothing for the 
first five days of May, because the wages are not payable 
from day to day, but at the end of each month of service. 
You are not bound, of course, to pay anything for the 
solicitor’s costs, and seeing that they have been con- 
tracted by the instructions of a person who has no claim 
against you (i.e., if you paid her her month’s wages due 
on May Ist), such a claim by the solicitor is unwarrant- 
able. 

(2) As to the kitchenmaid. Here is a claim against you 
for damages for slander of your late kitchenmaid. You 
deny that you have ever said anything of her which is 
detrimental to her character, and your knowledge of the 
facts which enables you to make the denial should be 
sufficient. But I may add that you may have made 
statements reflecting on her character and still be immune 
from legal proceedings for having done so. For it would 
be quite proper for you to speak the truth, even if it 
contained defamatory statement, to certain persons con- 
cerning a servant in whose character and conduct those 
persons have an interest—such as the members of your 
committee, your agents or servants for conducting and 
carrying on the work of your establishment, and the like. 
Your proper course in both these cases is to repudiate the 
claims made against you on the lines I have suggested, 
and you need only employ a solicitor to defend you when, 
if ever, summonses are served upon you. 





THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST MALARIA 


N interesting lecture on the progress made in the 
f\ campaign against malaria was given before the Royal 
Institution by Major Ronald Ross, C.B., Nobel Laureate, 
recently. 
He pointed out what a disastrous enemy this fever was 
to mankind; it spread over nearly the whole of the 
tropics and many temperate climates. It was a mistake 
to think the natives did not suffer from malaria. If 
anyone visited, as he had so often, a native village where 
the pools and marshes had not been drained, it would be 
found that nearly every family, and every member of 
each family, was probably suffering from malaria or its 
effects. The fathers and brothers had to give up their 
work frequently on account of it, and the women and 
the little children were great sufferers from it. The total 
amount of misery caused by it was incalculable, and yet, 
though it was a preventable disease, we allowed it to go 
on in our colonies and dependencies without any serious 
endeavour to put a stop to it. The Italians and 
Americans made a far better fight against it than we did. 
The disease was conveyed by mosquitoes, which lived near 
marshes and pools and carried this scourge to man, and 
it was proved that, when their breeding ground was 
destroyed, malaria ceased ; and yet we allowed pools and 
stagnant water to remain in the midst of our towns. The 
poor suffered more from this disease than the rich, for 
they could not afford to buy quinine, which was a pre- 
ventive as well as a cure. Though we understood malaria 
now and how to combat it, the fight was not against the 
disease, but against human stupidity. The fault often 
lay with the heads of the Sanitary Service in our de- 
ee. It was not necessary for them to have the 
nowledge that even an official a the public health, who 
had charge of a small district, must have in England. 
They were often men without any ideas or ideals, who did 
not read any literature, undertook no scientific researches, 
and made no addition to our knowledge either of medicine 
or sanitation, and yet managed to obtain the highest sani- 
tary posts, and retired, decorated and pensioned, to leave 
the field to others of the same stamp. s 
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NOTES FROM LEEDS 


TERRITORIAL NURSES. 


) ECRUITING for the Territorial Nurses goes but 
Ra lowly in Leeds despite the enthusiasm shown by 
matron and staff at all the institutions. The reason 1s 
not easy to discover, for members of each hospital staff 
in the city are among those already enlisted. But even 
so, it seems as if it will be long ere the strength is 
made up, and Leeds, like Aberdeen and Portsmouth, can 
receive its medals, though Miss Fisher, matron of the 
General Infirmary, is most indefatigable in the cause. 

Perhaps one reason for this slow enrolment lies in the 
fact that, as a training centre, Leeds can show a greater 
proportion of nurses in training than holding the certi- 
ficate necessary for application to the Territorials. And, 
again, there is the question whether the certificates 
granted by some of the nursing institutions in the cit 
would be recognised or not by the Committee—in which 
case quite a number of nurses would be disqualified for 
Territorial work. 

A meeting was held in Bradford recently in the Lord 
Mayor's parlour, and presided over by the Lady Mayores® 
(Mrs. James Hill). It was well attended by nurses 
in and out of uniform, whilst the matrons of prac- 
tically all the hospitals and institutions in the city 
were also present. Colonel Birch, who opened the 
proceedings by outlining the conditions of application 
for the Force, referred in regretful terms to the 
tardy recruiting, and expressed hopes that by the 
end of September it would be possible to have made the 
number up, when the medals might be given with some cere- 
mony to the nurses. A suggestion made by one of those 
present, and meeting with hearty approval, was that 
each matron should call a meeting in her own hospital 
with the view of promoting further interest in the Terri- 
torial nursing—a plan by which it was also hoped it 
would be possible to get in touch with the private nurse, 
who is at present so difficult of access to the recruiting 
sergeant’s influence. Miss Fisher, matron of the Leeds 
Infirmary and organising matron of the Second Northern 
General Hospital, was present, and before the end of 
the meeting received a promising batch of new names 
for enrolment. Even so, however, Sheffield is yet ahead 
of Leeds. Sixty names stand to the credit of the one; 
so far only between twenty and thirty have mustered 
for the other. But time may remedy this state of affairs. 


At THE WorkKHOUSE INFIRMARY. 


A winter of very hard werk lies behind the Leeds Work- 
house Infirmary staff. There is never any lack of occupa- 
tion at the Infirmary at any time, but the past winter, 
with its depressed trade and widespread unemployment, 
has thrown a heavy burden on the resources of the in- 
stitution, and necessitated unexpected additions to staff. 
Even now, despite a newly added wing of forty bed- 
rooms at the Nurses’ Home, the staff is crowded in its 
quarters. The Home—opened about three years ago—is 
quite independent of the Infirmary, and forms a block 
carefully planned for the nurses’ comfort, but the recent 
additions to the staff have tested its capacity to the 
utmost. Despite the new bedrooms so recently added, 
some few of the nurses are obliged to share rooms, though 
Miss Gittens, the matron, is at pains to arrange that only 
friends or sisters shall be apportioned to these double- 
bedded rooms. All the bedrooms are bright and airy, and 
well furnished with a mirror-fronted wardrobe, wash- 
stand, and dressing-table. The recreation and dining- 
rooms are also very comfortable, and with the tennis- 
courts arranged outside in the grounds, it seems as if the 
comfort of the eighty nurses who at present constitute 
the staff is assured. 


Women’s AND CHILDREN’S HOSP?ra.. 


There was a pleasant little function at the Leeds Women’s 
and Children’s Ho spit: il on Tuesday afternoon, May 11th, 
when a small sale of work and afternoon tea attracted the 
Leeds ladies interested in the work of the institution. 
The work exhibited for sale was the residue of that 
collected for the big bazaar held in aid of the hospital 
a year ago, when over two thousand pounds was raised. 





Afternoon tea was also served, and Miss Wreford, 
matron, was kept busy among the tea- -cups by the m 
ladies who made a point of calling in at the hospital] 
its little sale during their afternoon’s shopping. 
Much interest was shown, too, in the piles of sn 
linen displayed in the corridor, for these sheets and pil 
cases, draw-sheets and towels, represented the first an 
contribution of the Ladies’ Sewing Guild to the hosp 
linen store. The idea originated at the bazaar, y 
Lady Mountgarret suggested the inauguration of la 
sewing parties to supply the hospital with linen, and 
suggestion, at once taken up by the Leeds ladies, 
resulted in the satisfactory display of last Tuesday, » 
a goodly share came from Lady Mountgarret hersel: 


Leeps Marerniry HOospPIrat. 


At the Leeds iaternity Hospital matters progress 
slowly as regards the projected removal into the 
quarters so generously given to the committee alm: 
year ago. Lack of funds to carry out the ext 
structural alterations necessary at the Hyde Terrace h 
given by Mr. E. Pepper, are the cause of this d 
and despite the energetic work of the committee i: 
way of organising theatricals, concerts, and so forth 


ing the winter, there seems no immediate prospect of th 


wae ¥ ’—in the true Yorkskire phrase—taking p! 

And meanwhile the hospital’s work, under 
Edward’ s able management, goes forward in uninter: 
usefulness. 


New ‘‘ Basy’s Wetcome”’ 1n LEEDs. 


A movement is afoot in Leeds for forming a ‘‘] 
Welcome”’ on the lines of the one so successfull; 
augurated in Wakefield. 

Infant mortality runs very high in Leeds, especi: 
the south-eastern districts, and it is hoped that the 
come’”’ scheme, with its helpful advice and enc 
ment of thrift, will do much to check this state of 
—which, as Miss Maynard, Chief Lady Sanitary Ins; 
for Leeds, pointed out recently, is in most cases the 
of ignorance. It is also proposed that a store of 
room comforts shall be kept by the committee for 
ing out to mothers, the whole scheme—as yet but 
ested—being due to the efforts of the Leeds Ladi 

ouncil of Education. 





FRICTION AT LADYWELL 


Wi are glad to learn that the L.G.B. has wi 
' letter to the Bermondsey Guardians regardi 
case of Nurse Bradish and other members of th: 
whose appointments the Guardians have been anx 
terminate on account of recent friction. The letter 
that in view of the circumstances, and the fact th: 
Bradish has been for more than thirteen years 
service of the Guardians, the Board do not consid 
they would at present be justified in assenting 
removal from office. They suggest that further co: 
tion of her case should be deferred for six mont! 
that the Guardians should then forward to them a 
as to her conduct during that period. With re: 
Miss Smithers, the Board suggest the same cours 
Board comments on the serious want of discipli 
considers that the medical officer in particular ha 
to maintain a proper reserve in the statements n 
him. 

The Ladywell Committee recommend the ado; 
the L.G.B.’s suggestion in regard to Nurse | 
though they do not agree to reinstate Nurse § 
who, owing to the nature of her dismissal, is, wv 
experiencing some difficulty in getting fresh wor! 





WE learn from the American Journal of Nur 
a nurse in Indianopolis, whose attention was ar1 
the frequent accidents occurring to children in 
park in. which she and a convalescent patient w« 
habit of walking, has volunteered for duty 
under the city authority in this park. Her servi 
been accepted, and she will be paid the usual sal 
ordinary matron. 
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DUBLIN HOSPITAL 


BAZAAR 


MOST successful bazaar, under the patronage of 
A\ the Queen, and opened by the Lord Lieutenant, was 
i last week in aid of Mercer's and the Incorporated 
hopedic Hospital, Dublin. The proceeds will be 
tted to the furnishing of the Nurses’ Home at Mer- 
s and to pay off the debt on the Orthopedic Hospital. 
re was a crowded and very fashionable attendance, 
h included many figures long conspicuous for philan- 
pic effort in Lrish life, and the many stallholders and 
willing helpers vied with one another to. make the 
tion a thorough The two hospital stalls 
irally attracted a special degree of attention. Mercer's 
presided over by Miss Hanna, Lady Superintendent 
Mercer’s Hospital, attired in the blue cotton hospital 
uniform with white apron, cap, collar, and cuffs. She was 
assisted by Mrs. Kildare Treacy and members of the 
rsing staffs of Mercer’s Hospital and of the City of 
in Nursing Institution, as well as the patronesses of 
stall and other friends. A feature of this stall was the 
ber of raffle prizes and useful and dainty commodities 
in by ‘tour boys "—past students and medical men. 
one of the earliest hospital foundations in Dublin, 
g to 1734, was established by a woman, the di re 
physician, Mary Mercer, and has historical associ 
connected with the public health in respect of the 
on which it stands, that reach back to the time of the 
Miss Shelley, the Lady Superintendent of the 
jpedic Hospital, presided over the Orthopedic Hos- 
stall, attired in pale grey hospital uniform, and she 
assisted by members of her nursing staff. 


success. 


ides. 





\Dy Duptey’s benevolent scheme for providing trained 
es in the poorest parts of Ireland continues to attract 
steadily practical sympathy of many friends. And 
was an encouraging meeting of the Executive Com- 
e at 30 Molesworth Street on the 20th ult., at which 
Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen presided, and 
attendance included the Countess of Mayo, Lady 
tt, Mrs. Berridge, Miss Lamont, Q.V.J.I., Miss 
onnell, and several gentlemen who are active helpers 
his specially beneficent work. But there is a draw- 
in that friends are not coming forward in sufficient 
bers to enable the association to cope with the work’s 
ning scope, and applications from districts in the 
te West, that are in crying need of the relief trained 
ng could bring into the homes of the poor (who, 
s the initial evil of their poverty, are brought up in 
ince of the simplest laws of health) have to be 





ed at present for want of funds. 


Kindly lent by “ Hearth and Home. 


THE 


MATRON AND STAFF OF 


WOMEN’S SETTLEMENT, CANNING 
TOWN 
PUBLIC meeting on behalf of the Settlement 
held at the Whitefield Memorial Hall on the 13th 
ult., when Lady Spicer presided. Miss Towers, the 
Sub-Warden, gave an account of some of the work done, 
and endeavoured to remove the impression that the exist 
ence of a settlement provided all that was necessary for 
a district. West Ham and its conditions, she said, were 
a blot on the ideal copybook idea of our modern civilisa 
tion. Drink was a natural outcome of lives spent without 
beauty and without “9 The difficult question of un 
employment, the lack of systematic employment bureaus, 
resulted in the production and reproduction of hooligans 
and loafers. Infant mortality ran very high, some 1,400 
babies dying under the age of twelve months in 1906. 
The settlement undertook many varied branches of work, 
school committees, health visiting, crippled children, 
C.0.8., Country Holiday Fund, &c., but it was such an 
immense field of work that many more volunteers were 
needed. 

Miss Aldrich-Blake, M.S., M.D., spoke of the medical 
mission hospital attached to the Settlement, which has 
developed from two small, adapted houses into a new 
and well-equipped building. There were still a good 
many things left to be desired, however, and one of these 
is a children’s ward. Improvements are also needed in 
the dispensary, which is distinctly cramped for the 
large number of patients dealt with there, and hot water 
is only obtainable by means of kettles. The hospital is 
staffed by a matron, Miss Turnbull, who is a trained 
nurse and midwife, three trained staff-nurses, and four 
or five paying probationers. There are volunteers who 
may enter for six or even three, months, but it is 
earnestly- desired that more would come forward who 
could give a longer time to the work, as the short training 
throws much more work and responsibility on the matron 
and staff-nurses. This was lessened in the of one 
or two probationers who had qualified as midwives and 
wished for some experience in general nursing. The 
hospital affords excellent opportunities for gynecological 
work, and a fair number of major and minor operations 
take place. There are two resident medical officers 
(women), and the visiting and consulting staff consist 
of both men and women physicians and surgeons. 

The other speakers included Miss Cheetham (Warden), 
the Rev. W. B. Selbie, and Mr. Walter Hazell (Hon. 
Treasurer). A small exhibition of wood-carving, the 
work of some of the crippled lads under the care of the 
Settlement, was on view. 


was 


case 


«c., 





[Photo. by Lafayette, Dublin. 
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CAMP SANITATION 

N an address on ‘‘Camp Sanitation,”’ given by 
| Lieutenant-Colonel C. H. Melville, R.A.M.C., last 
week at the Royal Institute of Public Health, and open 
to Territorial Nurses, the speaker said that as the fight- 
ing power of an army depends upon the physical condition 
of units, the question of health and sanitation must 
necessarily be of the first importance. This is true of all 
soldiers, but especially so in the case of Territorials, who 
have recently exchanged the life of a civilian for that 
of a soldier, and have not had the training or experi- 
ence to realise the necessity of precautions in the matter 
of health when on service. 

The chief danger in a camp lies in the rapid accumula- 
tion of filth and rubbish, and the absence of the usual 
means of disposing of it, and the main problems to be 
dealt with in field sanitation are—(1) the disposal of filth; 
(2) the destruction of rubbish; and (3) the ensuring of a 
proper supply of pure water. 

In some circumstarces men may, and do, drink im- 
pure water withous serious consequences, but they cannot 
under any circumstances neglect the disposal of excreta. 
This is a matter of the most vital importance in a cam- 
paign. All diseases, such as fever, dysentery, and 
cholera, are due tc bacteria in the intestines, and though 
a man may himself escape these, he may harbour the 
germs in his body and pass them on to others. But 
enteric germs leaving the body cannot cause disease unless 
they are brought into contact with food, air, or water, 
and the only reliable plan for preventing the dispersal of 
germs is the instant burial of excreta. There are other 
methods which may palliate, but not remedy, the evil, 
but none are so effective or so easily put into practice, 
and unless this is done, and done immediately, all other 
precautions are useless. It is a method as old as the 
march of the Israelites through the wilderness, and has 
the supreme merit of simplicity. 

The disposal of urine is as important, and far more 
difficult, but no danger need be apprehended if proper 
pits are dug at a sufficient distance from the camp. The 
poison must be kept in the soil, but it must first be put 
there under proper conditions. 

Disease is spread principally by—(1) food stores kept too 
close to the camp; (2) water obtained from a source into 
which the waste matter of the camp has drained; (3) in 
the handling of food; and (4) by flies and the wind. In 
the tropics the wind has greater lifting power than here, 
and the soil is drier, and therefore germs are disseminated 
more rapidly. The accumulations of cookhouse rubbish 
and stable are breeding places for flies, and the best 
agency for disposing of this is fire. If regularly burnt 
daily, no trouble need be feared. 

The training of soldiers in sanitation, as in fighting 
during peace time, must to a certain extent lack reality; 
but it should not on that account be neglected, and every 
army should study during peace the sanitary methods to 
be used in time of war. If men go untrained into a cam- 
paign they will remain so. The details of sanitation can- 
not be satisfactorily carried out unless the officers and 
men of a corps are determined on the point, and pre- 
pared, if necessary, to become their own scavengers, and 
arry out the burning and burial of excreta in a practical 
manner. Nelson said: ‘‘It is far easier for an officer 
to keep men healthy than for a physician to cure them.” 
The best regiments in the field are those that take the 
best care of themselves, and are therefore the best physic- 
ally, and a soldier should realise that his life and health 
are not his own to play fast and loose with. As Frederick 
the Great said: ‘‘In the fight against disease we must 
leave no effort untried and no stone unturned.” 


its 


18 





Burpert’s HospitaL aND CHarities, 1909.”" 7s. 6d. 
net. (Scientific Press, Ltd.) This useful hand-book in 
its new edition contains, as usual, all available informa- 
tior concerning the hospitals and charities in England 
and abroad. The chapter on ‘‘The Nursing Department 
and Its Cost’’ in the preliminary notice at the beginning 
of the book has been considerably enlarged, returns hav- 
ing been received from a greater number of institutions, 
which makes the information more valuable. It is a 
guide that no hospital can afford to be without. 





ANNUAL MEETING, STATE 
REGISTRATION SOCIETY. 


‘T°HE annual meeting of the Society for the Stat 

Registration of Nurses took place on May 29th ; 
11 Chandos Street. The minutes of the previous meetin 
having been read by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, an addres 
was given by Miss Isla Stewart, who was in the chai 
on ‘‘Solidarity.’’ Solidarity must, considered Mis 
Stewart, be the watchword of the coming year. T! 
history of the past had amply vindicated the old adag 
‘that union and union alone spells strength to an) 
movement, ‘ and, whilst State registration had been mu 
misunderstood and misrepresented in the past, it was 1 
good raking up old scores. Time had vindicated an 
demonstrated that this movement was of an econon 
and educational nature, and twenty-two years of hai 
work and endeavour had planted a strong wedge in t! 
very heart of prejudice and opposition. With regard ' 
the recent deputation to Mr. Asquith, this wedge h 
been driven further in, in spite of the fact that it had 1 
perhaps proved as effective as had been desired. | 
a solid mass, however effective and compelling, was n 
enough; powers of resistance to have a real value mu 
also have a forward movement. There must be cohesi 
in the ranks, and loyal service. Miss Stewart th 
pointed out that no cohesive movement could go forwa 
or exist without a leader, and that the movement 
State registration owed its success and power to M: 
Bedford Fenwick, who was, indged, a born fighter, and 
possessed in rare degree the quality of never knowi: 
when she was beaten. 

In submitting the annual report of the Society, M 
Bedford Fenwick commented upon the increase of organis 
tion necessitated by the advance of the movement, 
average of some thirty-six letters having to go out dai 
After tracing the progress of the various State Registratic: 
Bills in different countries during the past year, Mr 
Bedford Fenwick wound up with an account of the rec 
deputation to Mr. Asquith, saying what a marked advai 
she considered it that such a deputation should hav: 
been received at all. It was a matter of surprise 
her that the Prime Minister frankly owned that he kn 
very little about the subject, and a matter of gratifi 
tion that he considered the reasons presented by the 
Society for State Registration ‘‘very cogent.’’ After 
decent interval for consideration, the question was to 0: 
put to Mr. Asquith as to what he really did think ab: 
this movement. Later, in referring to the Scotch Bi 
for Registration, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick stigmatised 
as an ‘‘exceedingly pawky Bill,’ and gave it as ! 
opinion that if the Scotch wanted everything their « 
way, and would give nothing in return, it was best t! 
they “‘should keep the other side of the Tweed,” in 5} 
of the fact that union and solidarity was strength. * 
referred very bitterly to the ‘‘gross scandal”’ of 
Central Hospital Board using charitable monies for 
posing State registration. 

The Executive Committee having been elected for 
ensuing year, Miss Smith, of Kingston, and Miss Mor: 
of Winchmore Hill Fever Hospital, were nominated 
vacancies caused by death. The resolution for a vot 
thanks to be sent to the Prime Minister for receiving 
the Society’s deputation was proposed by Miss Warrino! 
and seconded by Miss Morgan. Resolution III., ‘ 
congratulation be sent to nurses in six States of Ame 
who have obtained registration during the past year, 
proposed by Miss MacVitie. Miss Pearse, in proposing 
Reselution IV., that a conference shall take place betw 
supporters of the three Bills now before Parlian 
emphasised very strongly the President’s plea for 
darity, and said that she considered the differences « 
ing in the three Bills could be overcome by mutual! 
sideration and combination. Mrs. Lancelot And 
seconded this motion and moved Resolution V., sta’ 
that the Society for State Registration, in annual n 
ing assembled, re-affirmed their determination to op) 
any Bill for nurses in Scotland providing for recipr' 
of registration unless the standards of training and 
amination were equivalent to those enforced for En 
and Ireland. 
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THE NURSES’ UNION 


‘T°HE Lady Blanche Smith, President of the London 
| Nurses’ Union, gave a very pleasant “At Home” 
to members and friends in Grosvenor Square on May 
7th. In spite of the extremely stormy weather, a great 
any nurse-guests responded to the kind invitation, and 
tour o’clock the big drawing-room presented a very 
ight and animated appearance. An address on ‘‘The 
Foundations of Our Belief ” was made at four o'clock 
the Rev. Canon Girdlestone, and another later by the 
Rev. W. R. Mowll. Music took place in the intervals 
vetween thes addresses, and a bountiful tea’ was served 
luring the afternoon. Many nurses were to be seen 
reeting old friends, and perhaps the truest value of 
» afternoon’s proceedings lay in a remark overheard 
yetween two old friends who had not met for many 
ears: “I half hoped I might see you here, and came 
the chance of doing so. I think these pleasant 
ratherings ought to be called ‘the reunion of scattered 
friendships.’ ’’ Nurses are such busy folk, here, there, 
nd everywhere, that social occasions of this nature are 
ndeed delightful opportunities for the renewal of old 
friendships and the formation of new ones. A _ very 
hearty vote of thanks was passed to the Lady Blanche 
Smith for her kindness in entertaining the nurses. 
To spread a knowledge of the Nurses’ Union, which 
1s now been in existence some twenty-three years, 
n Advisory Committee has been appointed, who will be 
jlely responsible for the London branch. In speaking at 
. recent meeting Mr. Langton, who took the chair, re- 
ferred to the loneliness of a country girl who might come 
) London as a hospital probationer, and of the help the 
Union might give her. This special Advisory Board has 
been formed of those interested in the welfare of young 
nurses, and will seek to encourage and establish the 
piritual and social side of the nurse’s off-duty times by 
ffering hospitality, &c. 


NURSES’ SOCIAL UNION. 
A MEETING of the Yeovil Branch was held recently 
i at 





Stoke-sub-Hamden, by the kind invitation of 
Mrs. Fowke, when a most instructive lecture was given 
by A. Iles, Esq., L.R.C.S., on tuberculosis. 

By the kind invitation of Mrs. Dawbeny, 11 St. James 
Square, Bath, a meeting of the Bath Centre was held at 
er house. 

The lecture was given by G. Hardyman, Esq., M.D., 
the subject being ‘* Women’s Health,”’ which was most 
nteresting, and many said particularly helpful to them in 
their work. 

The nurses of the Weston-super-Mare branch of the 
Nurses’ Social Union enjoyed a very pleasant afternoon 
n Saturday, May 8th, when tea was provided at Brown’s 
‘afé, and Dr. Vickery gave an admirable and interesting 
iddress on ‘“‘The Changes of Fashion in Medical and 
Surgical Treatment.” 

The last meeting for this season of the Bath 

ntre was held on Monday, May 24th, at the 
ve Infirmary, Belvedere, Bath, by kind permission 

he hostesses were Miss Humphries, matron of 


Eye Infirmary, Misses Ross and Stevens (private 
sing home), Brockley, Gt. Bedford Street, Bath, 
i Mrs. Latter Parsons. The lecture was given by 


Burdon Cooper, Esq., M.D., one of the surgeons of 
ie Eye Infirmary, the subject being ‘‘Some duties of the 
use in connection with Ophthalmic Work,” which was 
stened to with great interest, and a hearty vote of 
inks was given to the lecturer for his kindness in coming 

speak to the N.S.U. The afternoon was beautifully 

», so that nurses were able to come from some distance, 
<ty being present, including some who have not as yet 
ned the N.S.U. 





Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 


Transfers and Appointments: England and Wales.— 
liss Kate Brocklehurst to Lancaster; Miss Emily M. 


wning to Grantham; Miss Ellen Isherwood to Widnes; 
iss Frances M. Oldfield to Chalfont St. Peter; Miss 
‘Margaret Rogerson to Didsbury from Heywood; Miss 


ary S. Shipstone to Grantham. 








LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL NOTES 


T the weekly meeting of the London County Council 
f\ Education Committee on Wednesday, the Day School 
Sub-Committee reported that on May 12th last the names 
of Miss Lily Jeannie Rodgers, Miss Rose While, Miss 
Annie Donaldson, and Miss Rosina Wilkins were placed 
on a panel with a view to appointment as school nurses in 
the education branch of the public health department when 
vacancies occurred. Nurse R. C. Gilbert has resigned, and 
nurses D. E. Metcalfe and F. N. Smith had been selected 
by the Special Schools Sub-Committee to fill vacancies 
for nurses at Lowood-street and Walton-street schools for 
physically defective children. They recommended that 
nurses Rodgers, While, and Donaldson should be appointed 
to fill the three vacancies for school nurses, and this was 
agreed to. 

It was decided, as a temporary measure, to appoint 
Miss Rowlands, matron at the Feltham Industrial School 
(which is being closed), as nurse at the Finch Street School, 
Whitechapel, for children suffering from favus, at a salary 
equivalent to her present salary and emoluments, viz., 
£147 10s. a year. Miss Rowlands was trained at the 
London Hospital and qualified as a nurse. She has had 
charge of the domestic arrangements at the nurses’ home 
of that hospital, and prior to her appointment at Feltham 
was matron of the infirmary of the late training ship 
Shaftesbury. 





NEW THINGS FOR NURSES’ UNIFORM 
ESSRS. SELFRIDGE AND CO., the enterprising 
N firm, with the keen foresight and flair which caused 
it to be the most talked of shop in England, have not 
lost sight of the vast army of nurse customers, and have 
now arranged to meet a demand that must exist with 
the thousands of nurses in London alone. They had also, 
of course, to maintain their reputation for novelty in the 
particular items of a nurse’s requirements as to uniforms, 
and this, it can be stated emphatically, not only has been 
done, but has been done with efficiency and cheapness. 
Aprons are at once the most necessary and generally 
most expensive item of a nurse’s uniform. At Selfridge’s 
may now be seen a white all-linen apron, which has been 
evolved through many stages, and has now reached a 
standard of perfection. It is made of pure linen for 
4s. 6d., and boasts of what are called ‘“‘invisible pockets,”’ 
which are cunningly concealed openings in the side gores 
of the apron, and this speciality meets a real need. 
Aprons with these invisible pockets may be had at lower 
prices, and a very cheap line of linen-finished aprons is 
that at 1s. 9d., which may also be obtained here. In 
cloaks it is difficult to display originality except as to 
price, and 16s. 9d. for cravenette circular cloaks meets 
this claim, whilst the more expensive ones, rising gradually 
to 32s. 6d., are well cut, and a good shape. Bonnets and 
bonnet strings, again, do not lend themselves to much 
variety, but there are these at low prices also. Bands— 
now a white band is a thing that nurses dearly love; for, 
like the cloak, it sometimes covers a quantity of lost 
buttons, and while, of course, no matron could encourage 
such an idea, a harassed matron with careless pro- 
bationers and the usual London laundry may be glad to 
welcome Selfridge’s quite new idea in the matter of white 
washing bands, with buckles and a stud! Many nurses 
have expressed their admiration of this simple device, 
which does away with all the bothers of increasing and 
decreasing waist-line, as there are several holes, and this 
excellent little washing band in stiff linen can be had 
for 6d. The Selfridge ventilated shoes for nurses, both 
for ward and outdoor wear, are quite worth a visit of 
inspection in themselves. Each shoe has a patent little 
ventilator, which does away with all possibility of hot feet 
so often caused by the constant exercise over polished 
floors. It is true it cannot at present be made cheaper 
than 10s. 6d., but it is worth that and more to be freed 
from a discomfort so many nurses know. Not content 
with present excellences, there are hints of further develop 
ments about this department, and nurses who live in 
London will do well to pay it an occasional visit 
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TABLETS 

deal to .ay of t' important part 
taken by oral sepsis in the causation of many 
there is, therefore, 4 far more systematic 
made to cleanse the buccal cavity before 


FORMAMINT 


W: hear a great 
diseases, and 
attempt now 
operations. 

One of the latest and most potent antiseptic agents 
for this purpose is formic aldehyde, known as formalde- 
hyde, but it } been found to be too irritating, in simple 
solution, for use on mucous membranes. Latterly it has 
been combined milk sugar, the compound being 
known This is prepared in combination 
with ligestive substances in tablet form 
by Messrs. ng Chenies Street, London, W., and 
when allowed to slowly dissolve in the mouth, it is found 
that formaldehyde is liberated and is carried by the saliva 
to all parts of the mouth and throat. 

That this has a strongly germicide action has been 
proved by the t that culture swabs taken from a normal 
usands of bacteria, while those taken 
immediately after a formamint 
showed none at all; ten minutes 
ufterwards only thirty-five could be found, and thirty 
minutes afterwards e hundred and fifty.”’ 

Fortunately, nstitutional disturbance follows the 
1dminis ermamint, and it is therefore a safe 
remedy. ople who have sensitive gums, with frequent 
gamnotis, : and pus und the roots of the teeth, are greatly 
benefited by the us f a formamint tablet taken after 
flammatory conditions of the 

l y s great relief. Nurses 

yuld do well to use them, as 

mint proves fatal to many 
ed under such circum- 


with 


imint 


throat howe 


ror the im throat 


tablet had en i ed 


Wulfing and mentioning THE 
n receive a free sample 
them for herself. ‘The taste 

eptable to the 
der them ‘‘sweeties’’ ; and 
their action than 
addition to our 


most fas 


1ous 1n 
} lJ 
1 Valuable 





CYCLES FOR NURSES 

y UDGE-WHITWORTH cycles are so well known, and 
R tn earned them such well- 
merited recognition on all hands, that it is difficult to find 
anything fresh to tell our readers about them. In case, 
however, there are any who do not know these machines 
or who are trembling on the brink of purchasing a new 
cy le, the » would be well advised to se riously ‘weigh a 
Rudge" in the balance against any other kind they 
may have been advised to try before making a final 
decision The manufacturers have gone ahead with the 
times, and these machines now carry all the up-to-date im- 
provements which make riding on a good machine such a 
pleasurable and healthful exercise. Emanating from 
Coventry, they are well adapted to country wear, such aa 
falls to the lot of a district nurse’s bicycle, and yet they 
have all the trim appearance of a town dandy. The con- 
templating purchaser, or indeed anyone interested in the 
subject, from the novice to the expert, should send to 
Messrs. Rudge-Whitworth at Coventry for a copy of their 
new booklet, **The Book of the Bicycle.”’ 


rthiness has 


truthw 





CEREBOS SALT 
“T“ HE claims made as to the composition of the well- 
| rebos Salt are borne out by the report lately 
31 Control. The result of 
consists of a well- 
of mixed 


made by British Analytical 
their analysis shows that the article 
prepared salt containing a small percentage 
phosphates entirely soluble in the gastric juice. Cerebos 
Salt is entirely approved and recommended by the British 
Analytical Control as a genuine product of good quality. 
It is important to note that articles approved by the 
British Analytical Control are subject to their periodical 
examination, in order that the original character 
as guaranteed may be assured to the public. 


scientific 


and qu il ty 





NEWS ITEMS 


We are glad to learn that the salaries of two of th 
nurses working under the Warwick D.N.A. have be« 
raised. ‘The annual report states also that the work 
steadily increasing, and speaks most highly of nurs 
Bennett and Sowden. 


Tue French nurses at Bart’s have done exceedingly well 
and have proved themselves such apt students that th 
experiment is being further extended, and six more 
the Salpétriére nurses have come over. Unlike the firs 
four who came, however, these nurses will not be guest 
of the hospital, but will pay their own expenses. 

Norse Bett and Nurse Cresser, who carry on the wor 
of the Larkhall D.N.A., have just received a report whi 
says that their work is ‘‘excellent in quality and quantit 

and the visits of the nurses meet with much acce; 
ance. 


Ar the annual meeting of the Dudley Invalid Nouri 
ment Fund eulogistic references were made to the W 
of the nurses, among whom Sister Mary was especia 
mentioned. This fund forms a valuable adjunct to t 
nurse’s work, and materially hastens many a poor patier 
recovery. 


LAMB, an advertisement tout f< 
bogus directory described as ‘‘The Court Record,” 
been sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment with h 
labour for endeavouring fraudulently to secure money 
advertisements. We believe that several nurses have 
been victimised. 


WALTER HERBERT 


Over sixty applications have been received for the } 
of superintendent nurse at the Birkenhead Union [1 
firmary, and a sub-committee has been appointed to « 
sider the applications, and, if thought desirable, to s 
two members to the institutions at which the sel 
candidates are at present ¢€ employed. 


generosity of Mrs. Bonnick, the Suse: 
Association has now a beautiful n 
Nurses’ Home at Payne’s Hill, East Hoathly, for the use 
of its nurses working in that locality. Miss Gould, tl! 
energetic matron, has now co-opted the duties of secr 
tary, and as her staff is shortly to be increased she h 
a busy time to look forward to. 


Owrne to the 
Senefit Nursing 


made to combat infa 
An Infants’ Feeding and Hygic 
Committee has been formed in connection with the B« 
fordshire Hospital Guild, which is now holding an ex! 
bition of every requisite for the baby, made on economi 
lines, by which it is hoped to educate the parents to 
intelligent interest in the needs of their children 


An excellent effort has been 


mortality in Bedford. 


Ar a recent meeting of : the | M.A.B., instructions 
issued that special facilities should be afforded for tra 
ing, and otherwise, to members of the staff who h 
enrolled in the Territorial force, and sisters and nur 
in the employment of the Board were granted permissi 
to enrol in the Territorial Nursing Service. A report 
the whole subject is to be submitted to the General P 
poses Committee by the clerk not later than December 
by Miss Andre‘ 
the matron of the Gateshead N.A., who had the heart 
co-operation of Nurses Bevan, Trotter, McKenzie, W 
dale, and Fitzpatrick for the successful ‘‘ Babies’ Gath 
ing.”’ which was the outcome of the special effort bei: 
made in the town by the Association’s nurses to instr 
the mothers under their care in the proper rearing 
infants. 


made 


arrangements were 


EXCELLENT 


A wew block is being built at the Norwich Isolati 
Hospital on the plan of the Walthamstow glass cubic: 
with glass walls betwen the cubicles, going nght up to t! 
ceiling, and doors into cubicles all opening out from t 
verandah surrounding the block. The block is to conta! 
twelve cubicles. The nursing at this hospital is thorough! 
up to date, and an increase of staff will have to be mad 
when the new block is ready. 

















THE 


NURSING TIMES 


471 











Clinical 
Thermometer. 


The Thermometer that 

ean be relied upon 

to give entire 
satisfaction. 


eceees 


I/e 


Post FREE. 





The ‘“‘Nurse” Clinical 
Thermometer is manu- 
factured in England. 
The tubes are of the finest 
Jena Glass, fully matured 
before graduation. There is 
no Clinical Thermometer more 
reliable than a ‘Nurse.’ 


2 Minute, 


LEWIS & BURROWS, Ltd., 


Dispensing Chemists, LONDON. 
Heap OFrrices: 


146, HOLBORN BARS, E.C. 


Suroicat Depots: 
22/24, Great Portland St., W. 64, Baker Street, W. 
233, Brompton Road, 3.W. 186, Earl’s Court Rad., S.W. 
274, Seven Sisters Road, N. 

















ROBIN STARCH 
is specially prepared 
so that the iron does 
not stick. 

It is good as a 


Toilet Powder. 


Why doctors 
insist on 


OXO 


**] insist on my patients having OXO 
because you have yourown Farms and 
Cattle, and personally certify every 
ounce of beef used in its manufacture. 
Everybody who values food purity in 
its broadest, widest sense should 
insist on OXO.’’- 

(A West-End Doctor). 


The makers of OXO are pre-eminent in 
thoroughness. ‘They started right. They 
started breeding cattle and then produced the 
The LEMCO and OXO Company have 
and guarantee 


goods. 
been cattle breeders since 1865, 
from their own personal knowledge that all beef 
used for OXO is perfectly and healthy. 
Do you know any other [British firm who can 
guarantee? We do not. 


on, E.C 


sound 


give this 


OXO, 4 Liove 
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Tue nursing staff of the Liverpool Children’s Infirmary 
gave two delightful entertainments recently, the object 
g to raise funds to inaugurate a library at the new 
home in Mulberry Street. The nursing staff rendered a 
‘Toy Symphony” in admirable style, and the nurses who 
distinguished themselves vocally and dramatically were 
Nurses Greenland, Smith, Rattray, Johnson, Gaw, Pryse, 


Slack, and Jones. 


being 


of the Middlesbrough N.A., and her staff 
have su essfully carried out their work through another 
veal 1.061 cases were nursed, to whom 28,934 visits 
were paid. The prevalence of typhoid in various parts 

} een responsible for an increase in the 











the town has 
wol nd make 1908 the busiest year on record. We are 
glad to learn that the health of the nurses has been 
fairly good, with the exception of one who contracted 
yphoid, fr which happily she has now quite recovered. 

[ue annual general meeting of the members of the 
R.N. Pension Fund for Nurses will be held at the Royal 
Society of Arts, Joha Street, Adelphi, London, W.C., on 
Chursda ine 10th at four p.m. Any policy holder of 
the Fund who wishes to be present will be welcomed by 
he Council and all are invited to tea at 15 Buckingham 


Street after the meeting. Policy holders attending are 
equested to write their names and policy numbers very 
bly on a card to be handed in on entering. 


RAINED masseuse is to be added to the staff of the 





Fulham Infirmary, with the idea of teaching those nurses 

ire to learn massage. The course is to be looked 
ipon as an extra, and will be given to those who choose to 
stay on beyond their three years to obtain it. It is very 
reditable to the matron of this institution, Miss J. F. 
Ballantyne, that at her suggestion the salary to be given 
this masseuse is to be larger, or her work less than 
that of an ordinary sister, for, as she _ justly 


pointed out to the committee, it was not fair to 
e only the same salary as that of a ward sister, and 
et demand that she should be a fully qualified nurse, a 
ertificated masseuse, and undertake an arduous work, and 
uct as teacher and general factotum. 
Miss Loveys, the lady superintendent of the Wolver- 
hampton Q.V. Nursing Institution, reports a busy year’s 
work in the two branches of nursing undertaken by her 
staff. There are now forty trained nurses and one pro- 
mn the staff, and 125 patients have been received 
into the nursing home—an increase of twenty-seven. In 
the district nursing branch 585 cases were nursed, to 
vhom 14,508 visits were made. The official report in 
referring to two interesting points in the year’s work 
‘*Miss Loveys has now superintended 
the institution with much tact, zeal, and energy for 
eighteen years past. In order to benefit the staff and 
encourage the nurses to provide for old age, your com- 
mittee resolved, in 1904, to affiliate the institution with 
the Royal Pension Fund for Nurses. The system has 


ked well 


bationer ¢ 


reads as follows: 





SEVERE criticisms have been passed by the Poor Law 
Commissioners on the treatment of children in some 
nfirmaries As regards Wandsworth Workhouse, Dr. 
Dodson, the medical officer, writes that the infant mor- 
tality during the first week is only 24 per 1,000, that the 


bies are taken out into the air when they are a few 





lavs old, and in a n are taken on the common in 
) mm hal N _ , | M4 M4 oe 
perambulators Oo i or feeble-minded inmate is 
ever allowed to ‘‘handle’’ or look after the children. A 
rge nurse, with two capable assistants, is on duty by 
lay nd a properly qualified nurse by night. Children 
dmitted are placed under clean and sanitary conditions 


s far as possible in the receiving wards before they are 


t to the nurseries. Mothers and children are better 
ed, better clothed and better. cared for in every way 
the case among the poorer classes outside. 


Ox May 19th, H.R.H. Princess Christian presented the 
ertificates of the National Health Society to the success- 
tul indidates at Grosvenor House, the rooms being 

lly lent by the Duke and Duchess of Westminster. 









The Society was founded with the cbject of diffusing a 
knowledge of the laws of health amongst all classes 
society; and with this aim in view it trains women 
sanitary inspectors, health visitors, inspectors of factories 
lecturers on first aid, home nursing, hygiene, infant caré 
&c. Twenty-four sanitary inspectorships are now held 
by students of the N.H.S. Four are inspectors of fa 
tories, and two are relieving officers. As Lord Robert 
Cecil remarked, this Society provides many opportunities 
for women’s work, and work to which they are peculiarly 
suited. It existed as an agency for the prevention and 
abolition of two of the greatest evils of our time, tube: 
culosis and infant mortality. There could be no great: 
boon to the human race than the abolition of this scourg: 
and the preparation of health visitors was a step toward 
it. 


The ceremony of opening a second sanatorium of 
County of Durham Society for the Prevention and Cu 
of Consumption was performed recently before 
large and influential gathering by Lord Barnard, 
Raby Castle (near Bishop Auckland) at Wolsingha 
The sanatorium, which is specially reserved for wom« 
patients, is situated at the west end of Wolsingham, ar 
is known as Leazes House, and affords the finest of viey 
obtainable in that part of picturesque Weardale. It 
surrounded by beautifully laid-out grounds, with 
riage drive and paths, environed with trees and shrul 
Since the society came into possession, they have 
modelled the interior of the house, suitably adapting a: 
furnishing it for the accommodation of twenty-eig 
patients. At the present time there are seventeen alrea 
in residence, who are delighted with the sanatorium a 
the kindness received at the hands of the matron, M 
Kate Swinburne, and Nurse Muschamp. Dr. E. G. | 
Menzies has been appointed medical officer. The sa 
torium is fitted with the latest improvements, and 
arrangements of the various rooms and the general adapt 
tion for getting the pure air, plenty of light and s 
shine are admirable. 





APPOINTMENTS 

Wuirrin, Miss M. L. 
pital 

Trained at St. Thomas’s Hospital, London. 

Hove, Miss Julia. Sister, Union Infirmary, Wakefield 

Trained at Union Infirmary, Burnley; Cottage H« 
pital, Fleetwood (staff nurse); Jessop Hospit 
Sheffield (staff nurse). 

Cook, Miss E. N., Ivin, Miss A., Sprinacay, Miss M. | 
Sisters, St. Marylebone Infirmary. 

Trained at St. Marylebone Infirmary. 

Fisowick, Miss. Store-room assistant, St. Maryleb 
Infirmary (staff sister, night superintendent, hv 
sister). 

Haritow, Miss Nellie L. 
Infirmary. 

Trained at Bermondsey Infirmary; Children’s Infirmar 
Carshalton (staff nurse); Hospital for Incurabl 
Putney (assistant nurse). 

Hvrtry, Miss Rose E. Charge nurse, Holborn Uni 
Infirmary. 

Trained at 
Infirmary, Carshalton staff 
Incurables, Putney (assistant nurse). 


Matron, North Derbyshire H 


Charge nurse, Helborn Un 


Bermondsey Union Infirmary; Childrer 
nurse Hospital 


DEATH 
WE regret to learn of the death of Nurse Leggat 
Aberdeen. Miss Leggat, who had recently been priv 
nursing in the city and county, will be greatly missed 


RESIGNATIONS 
Puitiies, Miss. Matron, Hostel of St. Luke (Clerc 
Nursing Home), Fitzroy Square, W. 


We regret to learn of the resignation of Nurse Johns 
of Newark Infirmary. This makes the third resignati: 
among the nursing staff within quite a short period, a 
it is alleged that they have been caused by friction am 
the officials. 
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For Infants, Invalids and 
\y the Aged Benger’s Food is 
\¥ soothing and satisfying. 
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Favourite 








\ It is made with fresh, 

\ new milk when used, 

is dainty and delicious, 

\ highly nutritive and most 

\ easily digested. 

L Benger’s Food is sold in tins by | 


Chemists, etc., everywhere. \ 


of Imitations! 
The 


with the 

Blue & Gold Label 
~ is Still the best. 

Sold everywhere. 

Estd. 1792. 














































The New Dietetic Preparation. 


OVALTINE is a dietetic preparation—in 
granular powder form—of high therapeutic ) 
value, made of Malt Extract, Fresh 
Eggs, Milk, and Converted Cocoa, and 
containing Active Lecithin. 
Extremely Nourishingand highly Restorative. | 
VERY PALATABLE and acc eptable to 
the most delicate stomach. Simple to prepare. 
The best substitute for Tea, Coffee, 
t a cheaper — Sate, Wee and without the Riis smaniing Giese Sosuphesens 
objectionable smell of paint. (Lecithin). 


, A powerful digestive Agent and a Nervine 
aA — Tonic of the highest order. 


Distemper. OVALTINE 














By using Hall's Distemper your home 
can be made brighter, healthier and 
more picturesque. 











| 
is deservedly the popular wall covering of the day. | 
It is quickly and cheaply applied with a whitewash Is the remedy par excellence in Convales + 
brush, saving much in the cost of labour, and is a Neurasthenia, Faulty Digestion, Malnutritic on, ! 
horough disinfectant and effective microbe and germ Brain Fag, Over Study, and Exhaustion. 

lestrover. It retains its freshness and beauty of Readily assimilated and particularly adapted 

»louring unimpaired for years. It ; for the over-feeding of the Tuberculous. Suit- 


vives a rich velvety wall surface. sets able for infants, youths, adults, and the aged. 
hard as cement and can be washed by 


ehtly sponging with tepid water. 


OVA L TINE a2 packed in 9 oz. and 18 oz. tins. 


Hall's Distemper is made in 70 colours, Literature and Sample Free to Me ul Men and Nurses 
luding ri h dark as well as light tints 
\ Samp Shade card and full partis ilars 


be forwarded po st free from the 





N. T. WANDER, Ph.D., Manufacturing Chemist, 


SISSONS BROTHERS & C0.. Ltd., HULL. |, LEONARD STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 


London Office: 199», Boro’ High St., S.E. 
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EPHONI 1024 & 10 claret 
] 
LEVANT FLEXIBLE WARD SHOES. 
t Rubber Heels All sizes in st me, -_ -ellent value. 
3/11} pair. stage 
Se 
| 
| 
] 
| 
| 
‘*SISTER FLORENCE” | 
LINEN COLLARS. | | 
jin. deep, @}d. ; 2/4} half-d 
in. deep, Bid. ; 2/Q! half-d .* 
“ST. JOHN ” és 
LINEN CUFF. CUFFS TO MATCH. The. DORA” — | 
in. deep p, 6id. pair; 3s Made in Serges, Alpacas, Cheviots, 
d.» per [pair Tid. . 53/6 Guaranteed Beuten Gracunette Clint | 
Gid.~per' "14/11, in all Colours and Black. 
CELLULOID 
THE ‘RUSSELL ’ READY MADE WASHING = Write for Our Catalogue, | 
Ww Dress \ ! t t a a 
N s ( Pi tin. decp, 73d. Post Free. | 
ne ‘att . CELLULOID All Orders value 10/- Carriage \** 
ion ond ¢ and wais WASHING COLLAR Paid. 
‘ 24 in. deep, 3id. each j 
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THE LETTER BOX 
Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any 
ibject of interest to nurses, so that this column may be 
nedium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
rperience. 


Nursing in a Chinese Hospital. 

ReaDING the letter from a North China Hospital printed 

the January 30th edition of Tae Nurstno Tres, I feel 

mpelled in fairness to mission hospital work in China 
give your readers another, ard far brighter, picture. 

[ am matron of the Wesleyan Mission Men’s Hospital, 

nkow, which contains sixty-four beds. One ward 

reserved especially for children, the others are general, 
lation, and a consumptive ward of five beds. 

The staff consists of fourteen young men nurses, four 

stants, and coolies to do the heavier cleaning and work. 

e nurses have lectures three nights a week, given by the 

) doctors and myself respectively. At the end of the 

st year they are examined in practical and theoretical 

rsing. The second year lectures are more advanced, as 
nurses must know something of dispensing, and be 

ite capable to give chloroform, &c. 

\fter the second year’s examination by our own doctors, 

1 when the third year is coming to a close, our nurses 

sent themselves before the Examining Board of the 

ntral China Medical Missionary Association, and if they 
ss that examination successfully receive a three years’ 
ertificate, and are fully qualified nurses fitted to fill 
the position of assistant in this or any other men’s hospital. 

Che girl nurses in our women’s hospitals in Central 
China have the same course, and the last-named examina- 
tion is for all in the district. This hospital is a foreign 
building, on the block system, and fitted up in foreign 

yle. Iron spring bedsteads, thick coir matting, with a 
strip of felt, put in a calico bed-case, grey calico sheets, 
blankets, and bedspreads; the sheets and pillow-cases are 
nged once a week, and at other times if in any way 
ed. Everything we use can be disinfected; even the 

r matting and felts, after being used in the isolation 

d, are scrubbed, soaked in Izal for twenty-four hours, 
nd dried in the sun, after which we feel sure they are 

e more germ free and clean. 

On admittance every patient is put in the barber’s hands, 
the front part of the head shaved, and the long hair 
leaned, combed, and plaited, following the Chinese cus- 
tom; if it is very dirty I sometimes get him to allow it 
to be cut off, if not, the nurse in whose ward he is to 
become a patient prepares a piece of lint soaked in spirit, 
and coiling the hair round the head, bandages it up in 
the usual way. After the barber comes the bath, and 
though a Chinaman is dirty, yet a small nail brush, soap, 
and water, quickly makes a transformation. 

If a patient is too ill for a bath in the ordinary way, the 
nurse prepares the bed with bath mackintosh and blanket, 
nd gives a blanket bath. 

\ll patients wear hospital clothes when in bed, that is, a 
leeping suit of grey calico and wadded jackets; in the 

| weather they wear their own clothes when up and 

out the wards (that is, if they are or can be got clean), 

t never in bed. 

We do not allow patients’ friends to bring food of any 
kind, all being supplied by us, and prepared in the hos- 
ital kitchen. The day nurses come on duty at seven 

k, beds are then made, temperatures, pulse, and re- 
ration taken and charted on daily charts, and after 

oolie has done up the stove, swept and polished floors, 
nurses do the dusting, putting on the bedspreads, which 
taken off every night at six o’clock. 

1en comes the first meal of the day, the nurses serving 

patients, and afterwards taking their own. All must 

good order in time for prayers at nine o'clock. 
thirty, everybody is once more hard at work; some 
he patients are carried to the dispensary to be seen 
the doctor, and have their dressings changed, others 


ttended to in the wards, medicine given, extra ward 

< done; for instance, we have one day for washing 
nts’ lockers, one for medicine cupboard, one for bed- 
ng patients, and so on, for each day of the week. 

e day nurses have two hours off duty every other day, 
» off duty at eight p.m., when the night nurses come 








Our night nurses’ duties are very similar to those of 
night nurses at home; all patients must be washed in the 
early morning, four hourly temperatures taken, bath-rooms 
put in order, expectoration cups washed, and reports 
written, then when the day nurse comes on he is free to 
help with the beds. . : 

So each day and night is filled with service, which we 
strive to impress upon the minds of our staff is service 
not only for the help and healing of their own countrymen, 
but work which is glorified when done for the sake of Him 
who took upon Himself the form of a servant, and laid 
that command. upon us all, that we by love serve one 
another. 

Sister Besste Mountrorp. 


Uniform and Church. 


The nurses of a large hospital in Burma have a similar 
grievance as “‘Disappointed”’ in THe Nursinc Tres of 
December 26th, 1908. As they had no little chapel of their 
own, into which it is so pleasant to slip when going on 
or coming off duty in uniform, the chaplain of the cathe- 
dral just opposite the nurses’ quarters arranged an early 
service for hon at 5.45 a.m., so that they might partake 
of the holy sacrament on holy days like Christmas, Easter 
Day, &c., without interference with duty, the idea being 
that they could go to the service in their uniform, and 
be ready for duty at 6.30. Unfortunately the matron 
refused to allow them to go in uniform, and threatened 
to punish them if they were late on duty. The night 
nurses also were disappointed, as they had no time to 
change before 7 a.m., the hour fixed for the second cele- 
bration, and were not even granted an extra half-hour or 
so for the 8 a.m. choral celebration, as it was breakfast 
hour. The nurses were naturally very distressed at being 
deprived of the holy sacrament by such rigid authority, 
especially as it is only on special festival days they ask 
permission ; it is not a frequent request. 

A SymPaTHIsER. 





ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT 
TRAINING TO Teach THE Dear AND Dems. 
‘‘Norse Riag.’’—You would get al! particulars regard- 
inz such a training from the Secretary, Association for the 
Oral Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb, 11 Fitzroy 
Square, W. 





COMING EVENTS 


Jong 8rx to Juty 3np.—Missionary Exhibition, Royal 
Agricultural Hall. 

June 8ru.—Chaplain-General’s ‘‘At Home” to chap- 
lains, local superiors, and the Council of the Guild of 
St. Barnabas at 35 Brooke Street, Holborn, E.C., 4.30-6 
p.m. Anniversary service, St. Alban’s, Holborn, 7 p.m. 
Sermon by the Lord Bishop of Birmingham; to be fel- 
lowed by tea and the Annual Meeting, 8 p.m. Admission 
to reserved seats in Church and to the Town Hall by 
ticket only, to be obtained by members and associates 
from the Secretary-General, Church House, Westminster, 
S.W. 


June 9rH.—Lecture at the Royal Institute of Public 
Health (37 Russell Square, W.C.) on ‘‘The Bacteriology 
of Diseases Common to Armies in the Field,”’ by Dr. R. 
Tanner Hewlett. 6 p.m Members of the Territorial 
Force Nursing Service are permitted to attend these 
lectures free. 

June 9ru.—Guild of Service, St. Cuthbert’s, Philbeach 
Gardens. 8 p.m. Social gathering in hal! adjoining the 
Church after the service 

June 10rH.—Annual Meeting, R.N. Pension Fund for 
Nurses, Royal Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, 
4 p.m. 

June 24tx.—Colonial Nursing Association, Annual Meet- 
ing at 2 Carlton Gardens, lent by Lady Wantage. Lord 
Ampthill will preside, and Colonel Seely, M.P., has 


promised to speak. 








MIDWIFERY 


CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD to be now practically in an insolvent onditi 
MONGST 1 $+, i ‘ on bv the Standir tor the moment there are funds in hand trom examuinat} 
A c. pn ok Pe + meeting of the Central Mid- | fees, and certain contributions from local authorities 


nn 
' me in 
wives Board 


the West Sussex County Council, suggesting ‘‘that tl : — 


Local Supervising Authority should be temporarily enabled RURAL MIDWIVES’ ASSOCIATION 


xi er HE sixth annual meeting of the Rural Midwiv 
je iation was held, by kind permission of the Lad 
Esther Smith, at 3 ieamaier Place, S.W., on Tuesda 
the 25th ult., the chair being taken by Mr. Alme: 
Fitzroy, C.V.O., Clerk of the Privy Council and chairr 
of the Departmental Committee of the Midwives A 
Her Royal Highness Princess Alexander of Teck 
present, d at the close of the speeches presented 
certificates to several midwives 
1is opening remarks Mr. Fitzroy said he 
departed from his usual custom of abstaining, as a 
servant, from taking part in such meetings, at the spe 
request of Mrs. Hobhouse (chairman of committee), 
whom he felt a particular debt of gratitude as a m 
valuable member of the Departmental Committee on 
Midwives Act. That committee had just completed 
examination of no fewer than thirty-seven witnesses, 
cluding thirteen ladies (of whom eight were certified 
dwives) and eighteen medical practitioners. He | 
ved the result of the work of the committee would 
1any misconceptions, and help materiall; 
king of the Midwives Act. He be 
iral districts could be met by int 
Wovens rent organisati specially as regarded the combination 
aie oe er ni fe with general district nursing. Mr. Fitzroy wi 
Andliea age oe 1 expression of warm commendation of the w 
se and midwife, as ‘‘untainted by 





idmiss} 


examination 


The annual report was taken as read and its adopt 
moved by Mrs. Hobhouse, who asked the members pres 
to endorse two changes made by the committee during t 
past year, one the election of Mrs. J. Heywood Johnst 
to whom and to the late Mr. Heywood Johnstone so | 
a debt of gratitude was owed by all interested in 
Midwives Act, to the office of president of the Asso 
tion; the other that, owing to the increased demand 
general nursing training in addition to the C.M.I 
certificate, they had arranged to give some of their 
wives one year’s training in a general hospital 
report, duly seconded by Dr. Nimmo Walker, who 1 
special allusion to the value of trained midwiv« 
preventing the spread of ophthalmia neonatorum, with 
terrible consequence of blindness, was adopted ur 
mously. Other speakers were Mr. Arthur Chapman, 
Seymour, and Mr. Francis Fremantle, County Me 
Officer of Herts. Special mention was made of the 
sustained by the Association by the recent death 
Percy Boulton, an hon. member, and a warm sup} 
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The t record 1 considerable increase 
umber of > into training during the last t 
nt ghty, of whom forty havé 
Midwives Board e -_ I 
training, and five only have 
al d are W ork i lig as monthly 
ond time for examination 
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the Central Mi dwives Board, and Midwives’ Institut 
London. In the course of the address, Miss Paget f 
desc d the Midwives Act and the numerous diff 
ties which had to be surmount ed ere it became law. 
wards Miss Panet spoke some length, and ga‘ 


membe me vah ye advice upon oI Be eh 








